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DUO RECOGNISED

Two dedicated members of Hoddles Creek Fire Brigade, 1st
Lieutenant Brett Kerford and Secretary Cheryl Dew, received
the Volunteer and Community Award presented by Federal
Member for Casey, Aaron Violi last month.

Brett commenced his jour-
ney with CFA at Yellingbo,
transferring to Hoddles Creek
in 2017 Throughout his career
Brett has held many roles
including Secretary, 1st, 2nd
and 3rd Lieutenants, Group
Delegate and Brigade Train-
ing Officer.

Brett’s service to Brigade
and community is reflective of
the person he is. His passion,
dedication and selflessness
are evident to all who meet
him. Brett is a mentor and
team player who seeks no
recognition for his contribu-
tion.

Cheryl commenced with
Hoddles Creek CFA only
three years ago, however her
achievements and contribu-
tions have been amazing. As

an operational firefighter,
Cheryl has completed many
qualifications, including gain-
ing her truck licence.

Always willing to ‘get stuck
in’, Cheryl has also taken on
the role of Group delegate,
VFBV delegate and brigade
secretary. Her commitment to
helping others is unwavering.
She is also instrumental in
organising brigade fund rais-
ing events and ensures a good
supply of home baked goods
after all brigade training and
meetings. Cheryl’s ability to
see tasks and get them done
have made her a valued asset
to the Hoddles Creek Brigade
and community.

This award to both Brett
and Cheryl has been well
earned.

Secretary Cheryl Dew, Federal Member for Casey Aaron Violi and

1st Lieutenant Brett Kerford at the presentation.
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Warrnambool Auxiliary
celebrates 70 years

Warrnambool Fire Brigade would like to acknowledge and
pay tribute to past and present members of Warrnambool Fire
Brigade Auxiliary, which celebrated its 70th anniversary
recently. The support and service of its many members over the
years has been generously given, happily accepted and deeply

appreciated.

The 70th anniversary was
on November 14, this being
celebrated at a High Tea the
following day. President
Heather Love gave a brief
report to mark the occasion
and a booklet was produced
which contains the history,
annual reports and some

speeches from previous
anniversaries.
Currently there are 11

members of the Auxiliary.
Over the years this number
has  fluctuated between
approximately nine and 25
members.

In 1954 the Warrnambool
Badminton Club and the fire
brigade met and played bad-
minton at a joint Xmas party
(because the badminton team
consisted of fire brigade
members).

The following year the
women in the Badminton
Club approached the brigade
about forming a Ladies Auxil-
iary, to help raise funds for the
brigade and help out where
they could.

As a result Warrnambool
Fire Brigade Auxiliary was
formed and the first meeting
was held on November 14,

From the very first meeting
fund raising was an important
activity for the Auxiliary,
finances raised donated to the
brigade to assist with purchas-
ing equipment for the
brigade. Activities of the Aux-
iliary included fetes, street
stalls, catering for local and
state championships, competi-
tions and the Hampden Mar-
shalls.

Funds raised in more recent
have been used by Warrnam-
bool Brigade to contribute
toward the purchase of a
Breathing Apparatus vehicle,
the purchase of uniforms for
competition teams, purchase
lights at the running track and
sponsorship of the brigade’s
firefighter of the year award.

Current Auxiliary members
include Heather Love (Presi-
dent); Nola Maslen (Vice
President); Margaret Smith
(Secretary); Nola Maslen
(Assistant Secretary); Maree
Rayner (Treasurer), Kathy
Lane, Helen Read, Margaret
Smart, Marlene Murphy, Ker-
ryn Richards, Natasha Kelly
and Carol Ovens.

Life members include
Sylvia Ponting, Betty Norley,
Kathy Lane, Heather Young,
Val Charles, Maree Rayner,
Merle Cozens, Angela Hicks,
Heather Love, Thelma Hal-
lam, Barbara Birthisel, Nola
Maslen, Sue McNally, Helen
Read, Michele Wills, Margaret
Smith and Margaret Smart.

These ladies have all given
exceptional service to the
Auxiliary over many years.

Brigades honour a
friend and colleague

A Plenty Fire Brigade member will be remembered as “keen,
enthusiastic and humble” by Yarrambat and Plenty fire
brigades, with two commemorative plaques created in his name.

Respected firefighter Greig
Wanless, who passed away in
April 2024, was a member of
the team each year when the
volunteers worked the Yan
Yean/Ironbark Road intersec-
tion, collecting donations for
The Royal Children’s Hospi-
tal Good Friday Appeal.

The brigades’ annual col-
lection, first organised by
Yarrambat Fire Brigade 11
years ago, has raised close to
$85,000 for the hospital.

The two brigades will each
display a plaque, recording
the amount raised each year
by their cooperative efforts.

Speaking at a celebration of
Greig’s service last month,
Yarrambat Fire Brigade’s Sue
Mountain explained to the
gathering that he was a regu-
lar member of the Good Fri-
day team, a great friend and
passionate about the cause of
helping the hospital.

In honouring his efforts,
Claire O’Riordan, Commu-

nity Fundraising Manager for
the Good Friday Appeal,
spoke of the commitment of
all CFA volunteers to the
annual Royal Children’s Hos-
pital Appeal. “It’s the people’s
charity that improves the lives
of children, and we will be
forever grateful,” she said.

Greig’s wife Karen unveiled
the plaques at Yarrambat Fire
station, with their children
Alannah, Matilda and Will,
brigade members and Good
Friday Appeal official Claire
O’Riordan.

Below: Will, Matilda, Alannah and Karen Wanless, with Yarrambat
CFA volunteer Sue Mountain and the Good Friday Appeal’s Claire
O'Riordan and the commemorative plaques.

Celebrating the anni ersary
were standing, from left: Mar-
garet Smart, Helen Read,
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