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South West Region hosted
its third Volunteer Forum last
month at Deakin University
in Warrnambool.

Volunteers from across the
Region came together on the
eve of National Volunteer
Week to share their thoughts
and experiences with their
fellow CFA members with the
theme of ‘Honour the past,
Celebrate  the  present,
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South West Region Volunteer Forum

DCO Rohan Luke addresses participants at the successful South
West Region Volunteer Forum last month.

National Medals awarded

Heywood Fire Brigade has
recently celebrated the serv-
ice of volunteers in the com-
munity.

Following an amazing
speech from volunteer of the
year Steve Hogan, CFA Act-
ing Assistant Chief Fire Offi-
cer Geoff McGill spoke about
the significance of the
National Medal and what it

Embrace the future’

Deputy  Chief  Officer
Rohan Luke who was Master
of Ceremonies took the 70
attendees through an
overview of the information
and expertise available to tap

covering a large variety of
volunteering initiatives were
kept busy showing off their
wares and answering ques-
tions from volunteers.

The guest speaker Rachael
Robertson entertained the

group with her amazing expe-

into on the day. Subject mat- : 1 X[
riences leading an expedition

ter experts from across CFA,
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to Antarctica. Rachael pro-
vided several practical take-
aways for members explain-
ing why respect trumps har-
mony every time; how ‘no tri-
angles’ can enhance integrity;
what emperor penguins can
teach us about collaboration;
and the importance of
focussing on the little things
after ‘the bacon wars’

Rachael’s story was
described by volunteers in
attendance as ‘amazing’, ‘bril-
liant’ and ‘inspiring’ with a
number keen to purchase her
book ‘Leading on the Edge’

The audience welcomed
CFA Chief Executive Officer
Natalie MacDonald who dis-
cussed her vision for CFA and
answered a variety of open
questions from the partici-
pants

Natalie’s session was punc-
tuated by an afternoon Q&A
panel with numerous leaders
from across CFA engaging
with volunteers and answer-
ing questions on a variety of
topics including diversity,
wellbeing, brigade sustain-
ability, vehicle design, com-
munity safety and training.

The day was well received
with volunteers appreciating
the opportunity to learn some
new ideas, meet some new
people, and be heard by key
decision makers within CFA.

A huge thank you to all
those that took time out of
their weekend, many of whom
travelled a large distance, for
attending the 2021 South
West  Region  Volunteer
Forum.

signifies.

He then made National
Medal and clasp presenta-
tions to the following Hey-
wood Fire Brigade members.
Recipients were:

Anthony Gray, Tania Gray,
Mark Saunders, Peter Sutton,

Bob Watson (all National
Medal and first clasp), Darren
Hoggan, Rickey Hoggan,
Adrian Jones, (all National
Medal and second clasp) and
Ken Holland (National Medal
and third clasp).

Each of the members were
congratulated on their service
to CFA and extremely hum-
bled to be recognised in this

65 YEARS

FOR ICON

Warburton Fire Brigade icon Barry Marshall has been pre-
sented with a 65 year service medal signifying his wonderful
contribution to his brigade, the local community and CFA.

Joining the brigade in 1956, Barry has been a key member

ever since.

He was first elected to office as 1st Lieutenant in 1973 and five
years later became Captain. He was a brilliant leader and much
progress was made under his Captaincy which spanned 22 years.
He also served as a DGO of the former Upper Yarra Group.
Such is his standing Barry is still President of the brigade.

In 2000, Barry was awarded the fire services highest honour,
the Australian Fire Service Medal.

When speaking about the major historical bushfires of the
region, Barry considers Warburton as fortunate in escaping
major destruction, particularly during Black Saturday.

During his service with Warburton Brigade Barry was heavily
involved in the construction of a new fire station and the current
building utilised by the brigade. The station houses Warburton
Salvage, which is named in his honour. He was a key driver in
acquiring the unit for the brigade and community.

In recalling his service Barry paid tribute to his family for
their unwaivering support throughout his service.

He still enjoys the camaraderie of CFA knowing he can walk
into any brigade across the state and share a mutual respect
amongst fellow firefighters, and even though he has served 65
years can still contribute.

Captain Hazel Clothier was full of praise for Barry’s lifetime
service with the brigade. “I think it’s very humbling for the
whole brigade to see such dedication and commitment and it
was a delight to be able to share that with him and his family
and acknowledge all that he’s given to this community and the
continuation of support given to us all.”

According to Captain Hazel his experience and the knowl-
edge he has is immeasurable in helping the brigade.

“He’s always been in Warburton, he knows this township and
the land and the fires that have been here before. He knows the
way the weather and fire behaves in this valley, whilst the
majority of us at the brigade are probably still newcomers to the
area. Being able to have that living history here is immeasura-
ble.”

Warburton Fire Brigade icon President Barry Marshall (third from

right) was presented with a 65 year service medal signifying a life-

long commitment to the brigade and local community. Also pic-

tured with their 5 year certificates, were from left: Ron Mclintosh,

Rojas Rogelio, CFA Commander Andrew Booth (who made the pre-

sentations), Warburton Fire Brigade’s youngest firefighter at 17
years Jasper Nielsen, and Sarah Wilcox.
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appointment.

VFBV BOARD VACANCIES |

, Invitation to ALL CFA Volunteers to apply

"~ VFBV advances the interests of all Victorian fire brigade volunteers and advo-
cates on their behalf to CFA and other key stakeholders. The VFBV Board

drives policy development based on volunteer input and is involved in management of issues of

central importance to all CFA volunteers.

Vacancies for four Board Members will arise when the terms of Samantha Rothman, Libby Hay,

Jan Cleary and David Sidebottom expire on 1 October 2021; all members are eligible for re-

The term of appointment will be to 1 October 2023 (two years) and applications are invited from
interested volunteers to be considered for these vacancies.

The role of a VFBV Board Member involves contributing to VFBV direction, policy determination
and monitoring the performance and governance of the Association. Also actively contributing to
policy discussion at Board Meetings, networking with others about policies and issues manage-
ment, and not only making decisions but being prepared to actively advocate for the benefit of all
CFA volunteers and ultimately the Victorian community.

A Board Member Role Statement including the key selection criteria is available from the VFBV
office or from the VFBV website.

This is an honorary position; no honorarium is paid.

If you are motivated by the prospect of making a difference for CFA volunteers, then send your writ-
ten application addressing the key selection criteria in the role statement, plus an outline of your
CFA/VFBYV activity including the names of two referees.

Applications must be lodged with VFBV by Friday 30 July 2021 to:
VFBV, 9/24 Lakeside Drive, Burwood East 3151

Closing date for written applications is 30 July 2021

Tel: 9886 1141; Fax: 9886 1618
Email: vfbv@vfbv.com.au




