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Surprise for
Captain Joel

A presentation was made at
Nhill Fire Brigade’s christmas
dinner function in December
with a surprised Captain Joel
Borgelt being presented with
a brigade life membership.

Joel was a member of the
junior brigade and trans-
ferred to the senior brigade
where he was soon elected
Lieutenant. When first
elected to the office as Cap-
tain he became the youngest
ever Captain of Nhill Fire
Brigade.

He has now become the
youngest ever recipient of life
membership, which was an
extremely well desaerved
accolade.

Since being elected as Cap-
tain six years ago his enthusi-
asm and leadership skills have
seen many young people join
the ranks.

The life membership was
presented by 1st Lieutenant
Rob Schneider.

During the evening the
brigade’s firefighter of the
year was awarded to Lieu-
tenant Brendan Mylan. Bren-
dan has played an important
role since transferring from
Rushworth three years ago.
He is currently the brigade’s
training officer.

RECKLESS FIRES ARE A CRIME, 
COMMUNITIES WARNED

Whether deliberately or
recklessly lit, starting a bush-
fire or grassfire is a crime-
that’s the message from
Crime Stoppers Victoria as it
urges the community to
report reckless behaviour this
summer.

The warning comes as part

of Crime Stoppers Victoria’s
Reckless Fires Cost Lives
campaign, aiming to educate
Victorians of the potentially
deadly consequences result-
ing from seemingly innocuous
actions. 

Crime Stoppers Victoria
Community Manager Chris

Plumridge said that it was up
to all of us to report unsafe
behaviour, and to encourage
others to do the same. 

“Many people in the com-
munity are unaware that
starting a bushfire is a crime,
whether recklessly or deliber-
ately lit,” he said. 

“Behaviour that we might
think is harmless at the time,
can actually have very disas-
trous consequences, and one
spark or ember really is all it
takes to start a fire and put
lives and properties at risk.
It’s up to all of us to encour-
age the community to know
and follow the rules for the
areas they’re in, whether
they’re lighting campfires,
using angle grinders, or any
other potentially hazardous
activity.

“We are urging brigades to
talk to their communities
about reckless fires, and to
refer people to Crime Stop-
pers if they wish to report
reckless behaviour or arson.”

Reckless behaviour can
include disobeying restric-
tions relating to Total Fire
Ban or Fire Danger Periods,
leaving campfires unattended,
burning off without a permit,
or using hot tools or machin-
ery that emits flames or
sparks on Total Fire Ban days. 

Penalties for causing a
bushfire include up to 15
years imprisonment or fines
of over $36,000. The maxi-
mum penalty for arson result-
ing in death is 25 years impris-
onment.

To obtain a social media
pack with pictures, digital
posters and messages, or for
hints and tips on how to talk
to your local community
about reckless and deliberate
bushfire arson, contact CSV
Community Manager Chris
Plumridge on 9247 6093 or
chris@crimestoppersvic.com.
au. 

People are urged to report
suspicious or reckless fire
behaviour to Crime Stoppers
Victoria on 1800 333 000 or at
www.crimestoppersvic.com.a
u. You don’t have to give your
name, and all reports are com-
pletely confidential. In an
emergency, or if you see
smoke or flames, contact 000. 
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Also, please provide your email address through the same con-
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opposed to being sent by mail.
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